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1. FULL TEXT FORMAL JAPANESE REPLY TO SOVIET JUNE 18 STATEMENT 
(REFTEL) HANDED BY AMBASSADOR SHIGEMITSU TO FOREIGN MINISTER 
GROMYKO AS PRINTED IN JAPANESE PRESS, FOLLOWS: 

2. BEGIN QUOTES. AS REPEATEDLY REVEALED HITHERTO, THE JAPANESE 
GOVERNMENT REGARDS IT AS THE BASIS OF ITS DIPLOMACY TO PRO- 
MOTE FRIENDSHIP WITH ALL COUNTRIES, THUS CONTRIBUTING TOWARD 
THE PEACE OF THE WORLD. IT IS THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT'S CONSISTENT 
POLICY TO PROMOTE GOOD NEIGHBORSHIP AND FRIENDSHIP WITH THE SOVIET 
UNION, WHICH IS OUR NEIGHBOR COUNTRY, ON THE BASIS OF THIS BASIC 
STAND. IN COMMUNIST PARTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE GENERAL SECRETARY 
BREZHNEV’S LETTER TO PRIME MINISTER TANAKA UNDER THE DATE OF 
MARCH 20, 1973, AND ALSO, IN COMMUNIST PARTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
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SECRETARY BREZHNEV'S LETTER TO PRIME MINISTER MIKI UNDER THE DATE 
OF FEBRUARY 26, 1975, THE SOVIET SIDE DEFINITELY STATED TO THE 
EFFECT THAT IT WILL CONSTANTLY WELCOME THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT'S 
EFFORTS IN THIS FIELD, WITH UNDERSTANDING AND SUPPORT. 
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3. TO BEGIN WITH, IT IS SELF-EVIDENT HAT IN INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS, THE PROBLEMS, WHICH THE RESPECTIVE NATIONS EMBRACE 
WITH OYV THIRD COUNTRIES, ARE NOT THE SAME. 

4. AT PRESENT, THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT IS CONDUCTING NEGO- 
TATIONS WITH THECHINESE GOVERNMENT FOR THE CONCLUSION OF A 
PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP TREATY. THE AIM OF THE SAID TREATY 

IS TO PROMOTE PEACEFUL AND FRIENDLY RELATIONS BETWEEN 
JAPAN AND CHINA ON THE BASIS OF THE JAPAN-CHINA JOINT COMMUNIQUE 
UNDER THE DATE OF SEPTEMBER 29, 1972. THE JAPAN-CHINA JOINT 
COMMUNIQUE CLARIFIES THAT THE NORMALIZATION OF DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS BETWEEN JAPAN AND CHINA IS NOT DIRECTED TOWARD ANY 
THIRD COUNTRY. ALSO, IN REGARD TO THE POINT THAT THE JAPANESE 
GOVERNMENT'S POSITION AS TO THE SAID TREATY IS NOT DIRECTED 
TOWARD ANY THIRD COUNTRY, ZVE IS NO ROOM FOR DOUBT, WHEN 
VIEWED FROM THE ABOVE-MENTIONED BASIC STAND OF THE JAPANESE SIDE. 

5. ON THE OTHER HAND, RELATIONS BETWEEN JAPAN AND THE SOVIET 
UNION HAVE BEEN ACHIEVING MARKED DEVELOPMENT IN BROAD-RANGE 
FIELDS, SINCE THE NORMALIZATION OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS IN 1956, 

BUT A PEACE TREATY HAS STILL NOT BEEN CONCLUDED BETWEEN JAPAN 
AND THE SOVIET UNION. 

6. IN THIS CONNECTION, THE SOVIET SIDE'S STATEMENT SAYS TO THE 
FOLLOWING EFFECT: "THE TWO SIDES MUST CLEARLY UNDERSTAND THE 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SERIOUS TASK, WHICH JAPAN AND THE SOVIET 
UNION ARE FACING, IN REGARD TO THE PROBLEM OF SECURING THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES ON THE BASIS 
OF GOOD NEIGHBORSHIP AND FRIENDSHIP." STANDING ON SUCH RECOG- 
NITION, THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT THINKS THATIN ORDER TO 
DEVELOP RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES ON A STABLE BASIS 

IN THE TRUESENSE OFTHE TERM, JAPAN AND THE SOVIET UNION 
SHOULD SETTLE PROBLEMS, WHICH HAVE BEEN PENDING SINCE THE TIME 
OF WORLD WAR II, AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE TIME, AND SHOULD 
CONCLUDE A PEACE TREATY. THIS IS WHY WE EXPECT THE SOVIET 
GOVERNMENT TO TAKE A POSITIVE ATTITUDE. WE FIRMLY BELIEVE THAT 
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IT WILL NOT ONLY RESPOND TO THE COMMON INTERESTS OF THE 
JAPANESE AND SOVIER PEOPLES, BUT WILL ALSO CONTRIBUTE TO PRO- 
MOTING THE PEACE OF THE FAR EAST AND EVEN WORLD PEACE. END QUOTES. 

7. COMMENT. REPLY IS MEASURED AND COOL, AS EXPECTED. ONLY 
BARB IS APPEAL TO SETTLE PROBLEMS PENDING SINCE WORLD WAR II, 

AN IMPLIED REMINDER THAT JAPAN REGARDS PROGRESS IN NORTHERN 
TERRITORIES AS PREREQUISITE TO PEACE TREATY WITH JSSR. 

HODGSON 
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